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IN THE UNITE D STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFTrF. 

In re Reissue Application of: 
FIRTH, John R.,etal. 


Serial No.: Not yet assigned 

[parent application Serial No. 09/11 6,064] 

Filed: Herewith 

For: DISPOSABLE SELF-SHIELDING 
ASPIRATING SYRINGE 


Art Unit: Not yet assigned 
[parent application 
Group Art Unit 3763] 


Examiner: Not yet assigned 
[parent application 
Examiner M. Mendez] 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Box Patent Application 
Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


Sir: 


Before calculation of claim fees, please amend the above identified application as 


follows: 


IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

On page 1, line 1, after "This is", insert: 

-a reissue of application Serial No. 467.625 filed .Tune 6. 1995. nnw U.S. Patent Nn 


OC-49607.i 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
(37 C.F.R. §1.10) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as 'Express Mail Post Office To 
Addressee', Express Mail Label No. EL622502399US in an env^^jpe addressed t9 the Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washmgton, D.C. 20231. 

August 17. 2001 


Date of Deposit 
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5,624,400, and a cotitimiation of co-pe nding Application Serial No. 09/116.064. filed on Tiilv 1 5^ 
1998. which is a reissne of application Serial No. 467.625. filed on June 6. 1 995. now U.S. 
Patent No. 5.624. 400. whir.Ti is - 


IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please add the following new claims 6-25: 
6. A syringe device, comprising: 

an elongate body having a cavity there in for receiving a medicine cartridge, a distal end 
with an opening through which a nee dle mav extend, and a proximal end with an opening 
ther ethrough to permit passage of the medicine cartridge axiallv into the ca vity- 

a medicine cartridge received in the cavity; 

a needle ex ten ding distallv from the distal end of the body , 

a finger grip colla r on the proximal end of the elongate hodv: 

a locking mechanism on the pr oximal end of the elongate body comp ris ing a locking 
detent for engaging a rear surface of the me dicine cartridge and preventing proximal movement 
of the medicine cartri dge received in the cavitv: 

a protector case movable relative to the body b etween rearward and forward positions. 
and having an open distal end for uncovering and co vering, resp e ctively, the needle extending 
distallv from the di stal end of the hodv: and 

cooperating detents on the body and prot e ctor caiie for substantially locking the p rotector 
case in the forward position. 
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A syringe device as in claim 6. wh erein the cooperating detents comprise detents 

on the protector c;ase. and on the p roximal and distal ends of the elongate body, for retaining the 
protector case in the rearward posi tion during use, and for substantially locking the protector case 
in the forward position to substan tially prevent subsequent rearward movement of the protector 
case. 

^ A syringe device as in claim 6. wherein the detents on the protector case are 

located on the distal end of the protector case. 

9^ A syringe device as in cl aim 6. wherein the locking mechanism comprises a p air 

of locking detents . 

•1^^ A sivringe device as in cl aim 6. wherein the locking mechanism comprises a 

loc king finger ext(;nding from a plug attachable to the proximal end of the body, the locking 
detent extending from the lock ing finger 

•U^ A syringe device as in cl aim 6. wherein the locbng mechanism comprises a 

plurality of locking detents for engagi ng a rear surface of the medicine cartridge and p reventing 
proximal movement o f the medicine cartridge received in the cavity. 
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12^ A syringe device as in cl aim 6. wherein the protector case is slidable axiallv with 

respect to the bod y. 

ii A syringe device as in cl aim 12. wherein the protector case is sKdablv mounted 

over the body. 

14. A medical device, comprising: 

a body having a cavity for re ceiving a medicine cartridge, a first forward end from which 
a needle mav extend, and a second end into which the medicine cartridge mav be inserted: 

a protecto]- case movable rela tive to the body, and having a first open end through which 
the needle mav extend and a second end, the case and the body having cooperating detents for 
facilitating placement n f the case with respect to the body for uncovering and covering an 
exposed end of thi; needle: and 

a locking mechanism on t he second end of the body for engaging the medicine cartridge 
received in the cavitv. the locking mechanism comprising at least one locking detent for 
engaging a surface; of the cartridge r eceived in the cavitv to prevent proximal movement thereof 


15. A naedical device as in c laim 14. fiirther comprising a finger grip collar on the 

second end of the svringe bodv. 
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1^ A medical device as in claim 14. wherein the locking mechanism comprises a pair 

of locking detent s. 

12^ A medical device as in claim 14. wherein the locking mechanism comprises a 

locking finger extending from a nlug attachable to the proximal end of the body. 

1^ A medical d evice as in claim 14. wherein the locking mechanism comprises a 

pluralitv of locking members extending into the cavitv. 

12^ A itnedical device as i n claim 14. wherein the protector case is sUdable axiallv 

with respect to tho body. 

20^ Ajnedical device as in cl aim 19. wherein the protector case is slidablv mounted 

over the body. 

21 . A medical device, comprising: 

a body ha\ing a cavitv there in for receiving a medicine cartridge, a distal end with an 
openinR through v^hich a needle ma y extend, and a proximal end with an opening therethrough to 
permit passage of the medicine cartridge into the cavitv: 


258/188 
Patent 

a locking mechanism on the proximal end of the body comprising a pair of locking 
detents for engaging a rear surface of the medicine cartridge and preventing proximal movement 
of the medicine cartridge received in the cavity: 

a protector c ase slidable on the body between rearward and forward positions, and having 
an open distal end for uncovering and covering, respectively, a needle extending distallv from the 
distal end of the bodv: and 

cooperating det ents on the body and protector case for substantially locking the protector 
case in the forward position. 

22^ A medical device as in claim 21. further comprising a finger grip collar on the 

body. 

ZL A medical device as in claim 21. wherein the cooperating detents comprise first 

and second detent poc kets on the body for retaining the protector case in the rearward position 
during use, and for sub stantially locking the protector case in the forward position to 
substantially prevent s ubsequent rearward movement of the protector case, respectively. 


24, A medical device as in claim 21. wherein the protector case is shdable axially 

with respect to the body. 
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25, A medical device as in claim 24. wherein the protector case is slidablv mounted 

over the body. 
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REMARKS 

The present application is properly styled as a continuation of application Serial No. 
09/11 6,064. This; application is a continuation of application Serial No. 09/11 6,064, filed July 
15, 1998, and a reissue of U.S. Patent No. 5,624,400. 

Applicants respectfully request consideration and entry of the above amendment before 
examination. Claims 6-25, which are submitted herewith, are fully supported by the 
specification as oiriginally filed, and add no new matter has been added to this broadening reissue 
application. 

As explained in the Declaration of the inventors, John R. Firth and Anthony R. Perez, 
enclosed herewitii, this application is made in order to correct errors found m U.S. Patent 
No. 5,624,40, entitled "Disposable Self-Shielding Aspirating Syringe." 

More specifically, it is Apphcants' belief that the original claims may be deemed to be 
wholly or partial!]^ moperative by reason of the patentee claiming less than he had the right to 
claim in the patent because: 

(1) original Claims 1-5 are directed to a medical syringe including a syringe body having 
first and second ends and "a plunger assembly for cooperatively mating with the second end of 
the body," whereas the syringe of the present invention may also be embodied in various 
components, namely a syringe body with a locking mechanism on the proximal end of the 
elongate body comprising a locking detent for engaging a rear surface of the medicine cartridge 
and preventing proximal movement of the medicine cartridge received in the cavity; 
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(2) original Claims 1-5 are directed to a medical syringe including a plunger assembly 
"comprising a movable plunger which is movable with respect to the body for causing medicine 
from a cartridge to be administered through the needle, the plunger comprising a first end 
adapted to be ma:iipulated by the user of the syringe and a second end adapted to be inserted into 
the body for engaging a stopper of the medicine cartridge therein " whereas the syringe of the 
present invention may also be embodied m various components, namely a syringe body with a 
locking mechanism on the second end of the body for engaging the medicine cartridge received 
in the cavity, the locking mechanism comprising at least one locking detent for engaging a 
surface of the carlridge received in the cavity to prevent proximal movement thereof; 

(3) original Claims 1-5 are directed to a medical syringe including a syringe body having 
first and second ends and "a plunger assembly for cooperatively mating with the second end of 
the body," whereas the syringe of the present invention may also be embodied in various 
components, namely a syringe body with a locking mechanism on the proximal end of a body 
comprising a pair of locking detents for engaging a rear surface of a medicine cartridge and 
preventing proximal movement of the medicine cartridge received in the cavity; and 

(4) original Claims 1-5 are directed to a medical syringe including a "body having a first 
forward end to which the needle is attached and which needle also is capable of penetrating a 
cartridge for injecting medicine through the needle into a human," whereas the medical syringe 
of the present invention may also be embodied in a syringe body having a first forward end from 
which a needle mziy extend. 
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Each of the above-described errors is corrected by the addition of new Claims 6-25, and 
each of the above -described errors arose, occurred, and resulted from the fact that the Apphcants 
failed to appreciate the full scope of his invention. 

For exam]3le, Error (1) is corrected by the addition of new Claims 6-13, which are 
directed to variations in which a syringe device includes a locking mechanism on the proximal 
end of an elongate body comprising a locking detent for engaging a rear surface of a medicine 
cartridge and prcA^enting proximal movement of the medicine cartridge received in the cavity. 
Error (2) is corrected by the addition of new Claims 14-20, which are directed to variations in 
which a medical device includes a locking mechanism on the second end of a body for engaging 
a medicine cartridge received in the cavity, the locking mechanism comprising at least one 
locking detent for engaging a surface of the cartridge received in the cavity to prevent proximal 
movement thereo F. Error (3) is corrected by the addition of new Claims 21-25, which are 
directed to variations in which a medical device includes a locking mechanism on the proximal 
end of a body comprising a pair of locking detents for engaging a rear surface of a medicine 
cartridge and pre\ enting proximal movement of the medicine cartridge received in the cavity. 
Error (4) is corrected by the addition of new Claims 14-20, which are directed to a medical 
syringe including a syringe body having a first forward end from which a needle may extend. 

The failur(?s and defects set forth in the preceding paragraphs were initially discovered in 
early 1998 while discussing possible licensing of devices covered by the '400 Patent and related 
patents and patent applications to third parties, and more particularly in January 1998 during a 
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patent review between the patent counsel and the general counsel of the Assignee of the '400 
Patent and related patents and patent applications. 

As it is believed that none of the art cited in the original application and none of the art 
submitted herewith anticipates or renders obvious the invention as defined in Claims 6-25, 
favorable considfiration of this application is respectfully requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LYON & LYON 


Attorneys for Applicants 


Dated: August 15, 2001 



William A. Enghsh 
Reg. No. 42,515 


633 West Fifth Street 
47th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 
(949) 567-2300 
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